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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 1- 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Geigel et al (US PUB 2002/0122067), hereinafter, Geigel in view of Mastronardi (US 
PUB 2002/0126141). 

As per claims 1,6, 11 and 32 Geigel teaches Inputting a group of images for 
which corresponding image files are available see for example page 5 paragraph [0077] 
for the inputting collection of images that are placed in an album; and displaying, to the 
user, a group of images for which corresponding image files are available see for 
example figure 1 and page 5 paragraph [0077] through the use of album pages; and 
receiving user input from the user by which the user selects one or more images form 
the group see for example page 1 paragraph [0010] for assigning image objects to a 
page based on user preferences and page 3 paragraph [0056] for the user specified 
preferences; and prompting the user to select a plurality of images from the group see 
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for example page 1 paragraph [001 0] for selection based on user preferences; and 
prompting the user to save the selected as an album of images see for example figure 1 
and page 3 paragraph [0056]; and receiving an instruction from the user to save the 
selected images to the storage medium as an album of images see for example page 5 
paragraph [0078]; and making a copy of each image file that corresponds to one of the 
selected images to result in image file copies see for example page 4 paragraph [0061]; 
and saving, to the storage medium, the compressed image file copies that correspond 
to the selected images see for example figure 1 module 56 and page 3 paragraph 
[0057]; and making a contact sheet image (see for example page creator module 126 of 
figure 7) including a user-selected album title having a font (see for example figures 19- 
22 which have alpha numeric labels) and color (see for example page 6 paragraph 
[0080]) selected by the user, the contact sheet image further including an album tile 
representations of the one or more images contained in the album see for example 
page 3 paragraph [0056] where user preferences are applied. 

However, Geigel does not teach compressing the image file copies, 
Mastronardi teaches compressing the image file copies see for example page 1 
paragraphs [0004] and [001 4]. 

It would have been made obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate the teachings to provide bulk memory 
representing an image and therefore provide a process for making a selecting on a 
audiovisual reproduction system using user friendly on screen windows see for example 
page 1 paragraph [0008]. 
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As per claims 2, and 12 Geigel teaches making a contact sheet image (see 
for example page creator module 126 of figure 7) including a user-selected album title 
having a font (see for example figures 19- 22 which have alpha numeric labels) and 
color (see for example page 6 paragraph [0080]) selected by the user, the contact sheet 
image further including an album tile representations of the one or more images 
contained in the album see for example page 3 paragraph [0056] where user 
preferences are applied. 

As per claims 3, 8, and 13 Geigel teaches automatically resize the one or more 
image file copies so that the one or more selected images, when displayed, will have a 
resolution not exceeding a resolution (system parameters such as resolution for 
albuming situations) required for optimal viewing on a standard display see for example 
figure 7 and page 4 paragraph [0064] wherein scaling is done through image 
placement module 132 and page 6 paragraph [0087]. 

As per claims 4, 9, and 14 Geigel teaches prompting the user to make one or more 
modifications to any of the selected images see for example page 1 paragraph [0010] 
wherein user implements preferences to images; and automatically adjust one or more 
of the image file copies to include one or more modifications see for example page 3 
paragraph [0054] and page 4 paragraphs [0059- 0061] wherein automatic page 
distribution and duplicate detection is performed; and in the saving step, ensuring that 
the adjusted image file copies are saved as compressed adjusted image file copies see 
for example figure 1 and page 3 paragraphs [0056]- [0057] wherein subsequent use of 
the system by a particular user is done through implementation of user preferences 
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through album automation system and page 4 paragraph [0059] wherein a page layout 
algorithm must distribute the images amongst a set of pages and then layout the 
images on each individual page which corresponds to adjusted image file copies as 
being saved as compressed adjusted image file copies on each individual page. 

As per claims 5, and 10 Geigel teaches saving, to the storage medium, a 
file that contains parameters of the album, wherein the file allows a user to automatically 
recreate the image album for further duplication or modification see for example figure 1 
and page 3 paragraphs [0056]- [0057] wherein implementation of user preferences is 
done through album automation system which can be repeated by subsequent use of 
the system and the output can be produced on variety of photo delivery media e.g. 
picture CD media. 

As per claim 15 Geigel saving, to the storage medium, a link that allows a user to 
view the image files that are stored on the storage medium as an album of images see 
for example claim 2 on page 12. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 09/15/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

As per applicant's remarks on page 7, applicant recites "claims..., and 32 (as 
previous claim 7) should be allowable...". 
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Examiner believes it is the combination of current claim 6 and cancelled claim 7 
which is being presented as new claim 32. 

As per applicant's remarks on page 7, applicant argues "paragraph [0078] 
describes definition of the fitness function as the most important implementation task of 
Geigel system an approach whereby the fitness is determined directly by the user's 
visual evaluation" and later in the same paragraph recites "specifying or refining graphic 
design parameter preferences for a page (but not constituent images) leads away from 
the language of claims 1 , 6 and 11". 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Geigel teaches an automated technique AAS (Albuming Automation System). It 
is known that said automated technique was developed by a user. Therefore, if a 
computer can perform automated selection and implementation of numerous steps, 
then a user can perform said steps as well due to the fact that said user created the 
software for performing said steps. Paragraph [0078] further supports examiner's 
reasoning behind said analogy. 

As to the broadest reasonable interpretation by examiner, Geigle clearly teaches 
the data is derived from actual user images corresponding to user selected image see 
for example page 8 paragraph [01 12] (prompting the user to select images to be 
included in an album) which are based on the preference parameter values obtained 
directly by asking the user when the pictures are input for album processing which are 
later stored as user profile and can be extracted see for example page 6 paragraph 
[0085]. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US Patent 6,714,209 teaches inputting a group of images for which 
corresponding image files are available see for example fig. 5 and fig. 6 block 620 and 
claim 1; and displaying, to the user, a group of images for which corresponding image 
files are available see for example fig. 1-2 and 5 and column 13 lines 8- 10; and 
receiving user input from the user by which the user selects one or more images form 
the group see for example fig. 5 and column 13 lines 10-15 and fig. 6 block 620; and 
prompting the user to select a plurality of images from the group see for example fig. 5 
and column 1 1 line 20; and prompting the user to save the selected as an album of 
images see for example column 1 1 line 21 for storing (burning); and receiving an 
instruction from the user to save the selected images to the storage medium as an 
album of images see for example column 1 1 lines 18- 20 for the user definition to XML; 
and making a copy of each image file that corresponds to one of the selected images to 
result in image file copies see for example fig. 2, 5 and claim 17; and compressing and 
saving, to the storage medium, the compressed image file copies that correspond to the 
selected images see for example column 1 1 lines 15- 25 and fig. 5- 6. 
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Inquiry 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mike Rahmjoo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7789. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30- 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Bella can be reached on (571 ) 272- 7778. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872- 9306 
for regular communications and After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



4357. 



Mike Rahmjoo 




September 29, 2005 



MAHHEW C. BELU 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



